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DEPT PLEASE PASS VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 


E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUB J : PRESIDENT CARTER S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SADAT 


1 . DURING PRESIDENT CARTER S PHONE CALL FROM AIR FORCE 
ONE TODAY TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN, THE PRESIDENT 
PROMISED TO SEND BEGIN A REPORT ON HIS TALK WITH 
PRESIDENT SADAT IN ASWAN. YOU SHOULD GET IN TOUCH 
WITH BEGIN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND SAY THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAS ASKED YOU TO CONVEY THE 
FOLLOWING REPORT TO HIM. 


2. SADAT CLEARLY ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE 
PRESIDENT'S STOP IN ASWAN AS VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF OUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR HIM AND FOR THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS WHICH HE AND PRIME MINISTER BEGIN HAVE SET IN 
MOTION. IN THEIR CONVERSATION, THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
DEVOTED MOST OF THE TIME TO A DISCUSSION OF HOW THE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS SHOULD PROCEED FROM HERE ON AND, 
IN PARTICULAR, TO THE FORTHCOMING MEETING OF THE 
SECRET 
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CAIRO CONFERENCE POLITICAL COMMITTEE IN JERUSALEM. 

SADAT INDICATED THAT EGYPT WOULD HAVE COUNTERPROPOSALS 
TO THE ISRAELI PROPOSALS WHICH THE PRIME MINISTER 
PRESENTED AT ISMAILIA. HE ALSO MADE CLEAR THAT HE 
ATTACHES FIRST PRIORITY TO AN AGREED STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLES WHICH HE FEELS IS ESSENTIAL TO HIM 
POLITICALLY AS HE PURSUES THE NEGOTIATION OF 
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EGYPTIAN/ISRAELI BILATERAL QUESTIONS. 

3. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT DIFFICULT PROBLEMS REMAIN 
TO BE RESOLVED WITH RESPECT TO THE SINAI, SADAT THOUGHT 
THAT THESE WERE SOLVABLE AND DID NOT DWELL ON THEM IN 
ANY DETAIL. HIS PRIMARY EMPHASIS WAS ON OBTAINING 
AGREEMENT ON THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 
THE PALESTINIANS. THE PRESIDENT EXPLAINED THE 
DIFFICULTIES THAT THIS POSES FOR ISRAEL AND MADE NO 
REPEAT NO COMMITMENTS IN THIS REGARD. AT THE SAME 
TIME, RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF SOME PUBLIC 
EXPRESSION ON THIS ISSUE WHICH WOULD STRENGTHEN 
SADAT'S HAND AGAINST HIS ARAB CRITICS, THE PRESIDENT 
INCLUDED IN HIS PUBLIC REMARKS FOLLOWING THE 
MEETING REFERENCE TO THE NEED FOR THE PALESTINIANS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN DETERMINING THEIR OWN FUTURE. WE 
BELIEVE THIS FORMULATION WILL BE USEFULLY INTERPRETED 
AS REFLECTING SOME EVOLUTION IN OUR OWN THINKING, 
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WITHOUT PREJUDGING THE SELF-DETERMINATION QUESTION 
IN ANY SIGNIFICANT WAY. IN OUR VIEW, HOWEVER, IT IS 
NOT A VIABLE POSITION TO INSIST THAT THE PALESTINIANS 
SHOULD HAVE NO SAY WHATSOEVER IN THEIR FUTURE STATUS, 
GIVEN THE GENERAL ACCEPTANCE IN WORLD OPINION OF THE 
CONCEPT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

4. IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING, SADAT MADE CLEAR 
THAT HE WANTS TO CONTINUE TO WORK FOR A COMPREHENSIVE 
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PEACE SETTLEMENT WHICH BOTH HE AND WE UNDERSTAND IS 
ALSO ISRAEL S POSITION. HE EXPRESSED SOME SENSE OF 
URGENCY ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY PROGRESS IN THE 
JERUSALEM TALKS. 

5. THE PRIME MINISTER SHOULD KNOW THAT SADAT MET WITH 
THE PRESIDENT WITHOUT ANY OF HIS ADVISERS PRESENT; 

THE ONLY OTHER PARTICIPANT WAS SECRETARY VANCE FOR 
PART OF THEIR MEETING. THE PRESIDENT, THEREFORE, 
BELIEVES THAT SADAT WAS REFLECTING HIS OWN VIEWS IN 
ALL THAT HE SAID. 

6. FINALLY, THE PRESIDENT WANTS TO GIVE THE PRIME 
MINISTER HIS JUDGMENT THAT SADAT REMAINS AS COMMITTED 
TO THE SUCCESS OF THEIR CURRENT NEGOTIATING PROCESS 
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AS DOES PRIME MINISTER BEGIN AND THAT, IN OUR VIEW, 

HE CONTINUES TO HAVE STRONG SUPPORT FOR THIS PROCESS 
AMONG HIS PEOPLE. THE PRESIDENT WANTS ONCE AGAIN TO 
EXPRESS HIS SUPPORT AND ADMIRATION FOR PRIME MINISTER 
BEGIN’S POLITICAL COURAGE AND STATESMANSHIP IN THE WAY 
HE HAS RESPONDED, DESPITE CRITICISM HE HAS 
ENCOUNTERED DOMESTICALLY, TO THE UNPRECEDENTED 
OPPORTUNITY THAT HAS BEEN OPENED UP BY THE RECENT 
DRAMATIC DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND 
PRESIDENT SADAT. 

VANCE 
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